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Dizar HURS Participants,
Welcome to the 2007 Harvard Undergraduate Research Symposium (HURS).

This year's symposium is a showcase for much of the most intriguing scientific research
conducted by our undergraduates. As you read this book of abstracts, peruse the posters, and
listen to the plenary talks, 1 hope yon will also find time to talk with your fellow HURS
attendees—the students, faculty members, and staff who share your commitment to selence.

This svmpesium offers an opportunity to build connections among scientists—in every
field, at every stage of their career, from Harvard and bevond. The organizers of this event, the
Harvard Cellege Undergraduate Research Association, note on their website that HURS
“represents a movement in the undergraduate community towards interdisciplinary eross-talk.”
The abstracts in this book reveal the vigor and range of research in the natural sciences,
behavioral sciences, environmental sciences, physical seiences, and engineering and applied
sciences.

From my own undargraduats research experience, 1 know that nothing deepens one’s
understanding and broadens one’s scientific imagination, with such transformative effect, as
hands-om, intensive research. This is an exceptionally vital time for science at Harvard, with
changes evident in the curriculum, our physical campus, and the shape of our faculty. I wish
every researcher at Harvard the continued joy of discovery,

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

DSl

Michasl D). Smith
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Gordon McKay Professor of
Computer Science and Electrical
Engineering

TELEFHONE: (817) 4951566  BAX: (517} 495-G208
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